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Fairisle Infant and Nursery School 
 

Calculations Policy 
 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child: 
Article 28 - You have the right to a good quality education. 

Article 13 - You have the right to find out things and share what you think with 
others, by talking, drawing, and writing or in any other way unless it harms or 

offends other people. 
Article 29 - Your education should help you use and develop your talents and 

abilities 
 
This policy outlines both the mental and written methods that should be taught 
from Year R – Year 2. The policy has been written according to the National 
Curriculum 2014 and the written calculations for all four operations are as 
outlined on the appendices of the Programme of Study.  
 
The document builds on the interconnectedness of mathematics and outlines the 
progression for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. It is our intention 
that addition and subtraction should be taught at the same time to ensure 
children are able to see the clear links between the operations and the inverse 
nature of them along with multiplication and division.  
 
Children should secure mental strategies. They are taught the strategy of 
counting forwards and backwards in ones and tens first and then ‘Special 
Strategies’ are introduced.  
 
Children are taught to look carefully at the calculation and decide, which strategy 
they should use. Children should explain and reason as to why they have chosen 
a strategy and whether it is the most efficient.  
 
The formal written methods should be introduced with caution. Calculations that 
require a written method should be presented to the children and models and 
images, such as dienes apparatus, place value counters, etc. should be used to 
ensure children have a conceptual understanding of the written method and that 
it is not a process that the children use for every type of calculation regardless of 
whether it can be completed mentally or mentally with jotting i.e. the number line. 
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Aims 
 

 Having a coherent, progressive policy which is understood throughout the 
school and by parents / carers. 

 Recording methods for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division are 
consistent throughout the school.    

 Interpreting and using the signs and symbols involved. 

 Ensuring recorded mathematics is well presented to avoid inaccuracies. 
 

 Early practical, oral and mental work must lay the foundations by providing 
children with a good understanding of:  

 How the four operations build on efficient counting strategies 

 Place value 

 Number facts 
 
 
Parents/Carers and Governors 
 
This policy will be shared with parents and governors through homework and 
guidance notes, and it will also be included in transition meetings and discussed 
at parents’ evenings where appropriate. 
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DEVELOPING UNDERSTANDING OF ADDITION AND SUBTRACTION 
 
 
Maths for young children should be meaningful. Where possible, concepts should 
be taught in the context of real life. 
 
 
Addition 
 
EYFS 
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KS1 
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Subtraction 
 
EYFS 
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KS1 
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DEVELOPING UNDERSTANDING OF MULTIPLICATION AND DIVISION 
 
Maths for young children should be meaningful. Where possible, concepts should 
be taught in the context of real life. 
 
 
Multiplication  
 
EYFS 
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KS1 
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Division 
 
EYFS 
 

 
 
 
KS1 
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This calculations policy was originally developed based on the resources 
produced by the NCETM (National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of 
Mathematics). 
 
Progression within in each area of calculation follows the programme of study in 
the 2014 National Curriculum.  
 
This Calculation policy is used in conjunction with the objectives from the New 
Maths Programme of Study and the Maths vocabulary glossary:-  
 
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/42990#glossary 
 
ICT 
 
The provision for the use of ICT in Maths is developing and all teachers work to 
maximise the use of resources in their teaching. Children are given the 
opportunity to practise mental maths strategies and opportunity to create graphs 
and tables for statistics.  
 
 
 
 
Next review:  January 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


